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MOTOR CONTROL DEVICE, IMAGE
FORMING APPARATUS, AND MOTOR
CONTROL METHOD

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a motor control device, an
image forming apparatus, and a motor control method.

2. Description of the Related Art

A motor control device which performs drive control of a
DC motor is known. For example, the motor control device
detects a rotational speed of a DC motor and carries out
feedback control of the DC motor based on a difference
between the detected rotational speed and a target rotational
speed. For example, a rotary encoder may be used to detect a
rotational speed of a DC motor.

For example, using a rotary encoder which outputs two-
phase pulses with different phase angles in accordance with
rotation of a DC motor, the motor control device may deter-
mine a movement distance of an object driven by the DC
motor by computation of the movement distance through
summation or subtraction of a pulse count based on the num-
ber of pulses according to the rotational direction of the DC
motor.

In this motor control device, if pulses are not normally
output from the rotary encoder, a rotational speed of the DC
motor cannot be detected correctly. In such a case, the motor
control becomes instable or inaccurate. To eliminate the prob-
lem, an encoder error detection method as disclosed in Japa-
nese Laid-Open Patent Publication No. 2004-234039 has
been proposed. In this method, if a pulse count based on
pulses output by a rotary encoder when an actuator is being
driven remains unchanged over a given period of time, it is
detected that an error in the encoder arises, thereby disabling
operation of the actuator.

In this connection, an example of computation of a cumu-
lative movement distance of an object driven by the DC motor
based on the pulses output from the encoder is considered.
During reverse rotation of the DC motor, a pulse count based
on the pulses output from the encoder is subtracted from the
cumulative movement distance. During normal rotation of the
DC motor, the pulse count based on the pulses output from the
encoder is added to the cumulative movement distance.

It is assumed that, in this example, the DC motor is con-
trolled to change the rotation of the DC motor from reverse
rotation to normal rotation at a first instant. A target move-
ment distance of the object driven by the DC motor is changed
at the first instant. However, in actual operation, the timing
that the rotation of the DC motor is changed from reverse
rotation to normal rotation is delayed from the first instant.
The cumulative movement distance of the object is changed at
a second instant following the first instant.

In this example, the cumulative movement distance is
decreased by subtraction of the pulse count during the reverse
rotation of the motor, while the cumulative movement dis-
tance is increased by summation of the pulse count during the
normal rotation of the motor. The cumulative movement dis-
tance is the basis for detecting whether an encoder error
arises.

However, there may be a case where the motor control
device receives the cumulative movement distances at the first
instant before the second instant (when the rotation of the DC
motor is actually changed) and a third instant after the second
instant. In such a case, the motor control device determines
that the cumulative movement distance received at the third
instant remains unchanged from the cumulative movement
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distance received at the first instant. Hence, in this case, the
motor control device may not detect any change of the
received cumulative movement distance even when the pulses
are normally output from the encoder.

Therefore, in such a case, the encoder error detection
method disclosed in Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication
No. 2004-234039 may erroneously determine that the cumu-
lative movement distance remains unchanged over the given
period of time, thereby erroneously detecting an encoder
error, even though the encoder operates normally.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In one aspect, the present invention provides a motor con-
trol device which is capable of preventing false detection of
an encoder error.

In one embodiment, the present invention provides a motor
control device which performs drive control of a motor con-
nected to an object, the motor control device including a
rotation detection unit that detects rotation of the motor and
outputs a detection signal; a counter unit that receives the
detection signal from the rotation detection unit and outputs a
count based on the received detection signal; and an error
detection unit that receives counts from the counter unit at
intervals of a reference period, computes a difference
between a present count received from the counter unit and a
previously received count, and detects that an error arises in
the rotation detection unit when the difference is continu-
ously less than a reference value.

Other objects, features and advantages of the present
invention will be more apparent from the following detailed
description when read in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating the overall structure of an
image forming apparatus according to an embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a hardware configu-
ration of the image forming apparatus according to the
embodiment.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating a hardware configu-
ration of a motor control device according to an embodiment.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating a functional configu-
ration of the motor control device according to the embodi-
ment.

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating pulses output from an
encoder according to the embodiment.

FIG. 6 is a diagram for explaining the logic of the encoder
output pulses according to the embodiment.

FIG. 7 is a diagram for explaining a method of error detec-
tion by an error detection unit according to the embodiment.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart for explaining an error detection
process performed by the motor control device according to
the embodiment.

FIG. 9 is a diagram illustrating an example of computation
of a target movement distance of an object driven by a DC
motor and a cumulative movement distance of the object.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

A description will be given of embodiments with reference
to the accompanying drawings.

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating an overall structure of an
image forming apparatus 200 according to an embodiment.
As shown in FIG. 1, the image forming apparatus 200
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includes an automatic document feeder (ADF) 140, an image
reading unit 130, an image formation unit 110, a writing unit
120, and a feed unit 150.

The ADF 140 feeds documents placed on a document
feeding base one at a time to a contact glass 11 of the image
reading unit 130. After image data is read from the document
by the image reading unit 130, the ADF 140 ejects the docu-
ment to a document ejection tray.

The image reading unit 130 includes the contact glass 11 on
which a document is placed, an exposure lamp 41, a first
mirror 42, a second mirror 43, a third mirror 44, a lens 45, and
a charge-coupled device (CCD) 46. The exposure lamp 41,
the first mirror 42, the second mirror 43, and the third mirror
44 are moved at a constant speed and scan the document
sheet. The reflection light from the document is focused
through the lens 45 onto a light reception surface of the CCD
46 so that photoelectric conversion of the incoming light is
carried out.

After the image data produced by the photoelectric conver-
sion of the CCD 46 is subjected to A/D (analog-to-digital)
conversion by an image processing circuit (not illustrated),
various kinds of image processing (gamma correction, color
conversion, image separation, gray level correction, etc.) are
performed on the digital image data in the image processing
circuit.

The writing unit 120 includes exposure devices 47y, 47m,
47c¢, and 47k which are arranged to form electrostatic latent
images of yellow (y), magenta (m), cyan (c), and black (k),
respectively. When user’s instructions for copying a docu-
ment image or user’s instructions for printing an image are
received, the writing unit 120 forms the electrostatic latent
images of the respective colors on photoconductor drums of
the corresponding colors.

In the image forming apparatus 200, four photoconductor
units 13y, 13m, 13¢, and 13% on which toner images of the
respective colors are formed are arrayed in a line along a
transport direction of an intermediate transfer belt 14. The
photoconductor units 13y, 13m, 13¢, and 13% include photo-
conductor drums 27y, 27m, 27¢, and 27k, charging devices
48y, 48m, 48¢, and 48k, developing devices 16y, 16m, 16¢,
and 164, and cleaning devices 49y, 49m, 49¢, and 49k, respec-
tively. In the following, reference characters y, m, ¢, and k,
indicating the respective colors, will be omitted for the sake of
convenience of description.

In the writing unit 120, the exposure device 47 uses, for
example, an LED writing system which includes a light emit-
ting diode (LED) array and a lens array. Each of the LEDs in
the exposure device 47 emits a light beam of a corresponding
one of the colors according to the image data produced by the
photoelectric conversion, and the exposure device 47 forms
an electrostatic latent image on the photoconductor drum 27.

The developing device 16 contains toner and includes a
developing roller which is rotated to supply toner to the
electrostatic latent image formed on the photoconductor
drum 27. The developing device 16 forms the toner image of
each color on the photoconductor drum 27.

The toner image of each color formed on the photoconduc-
tor drum 27 is transferred to the intermediate transfer belt 14
by superimposition at a primary transferring position where
the photoconductor drum 27 and the intermediate transfer
belt 14 are in contact with each other.

An intermediate transfer roller 26 is disposed at a position
where the intermediate transfer roller 26 counters the photo-
conductor drum 27 via the intermediate transfer belt 14. The
intermediate transfer roller 26 is pressed to contact the inner
peripheral surface of the intermediate transfer belt 14, and the
outer peripheral surface of the intermediate transfer belt 14 is
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caused to contact the surface of the photoconductor drum. A
predetermined voltage is supplied to the intermediate transfer
roller 26 and an intermediate transfer electric field is formed
between the photoconductor drum 27 and the intermediate
transfer belt 14 so that the toner image is transferred from the
photoconductor drum 27 to the intermediate transfer belt 14.
The toner images ofthe respective colors are transferred to the
intermediate transter belt 14 by superimposition and a full-
color toner image is formed on the intermediate transfer belt
14.

A sheet transport operation is performed to transport a
recording sheet 53 to arrive at a secondary transfer position 50
between a secondary transfer roller 18 and a repulsion roller
17 when the toner image formed on the intermediate transfer
belt 14 arrives at the position of the secondary transfer roller
18, and the toner image is secondarily transferred to the
recording sheet 53.

The recording sheet 53 is fed from any one of a first tray
22a, a second tray 22b, a third tray 22¢, and a fourth tray 224d.
Each of these trays 22a-22d includes a feed roller 28, a
separation roller, and a transporting roller pair 29. The feed
roller 28 feeds the uppermost recording sheet 53 on the
recording sheets 53 contained in the sheet tray sequentially.
The separation roller 31 separates the recording sheet 53 from
the remaining recording sheets 53 and feeds the recording
sheet 53 to a sheet transport path 23.

The transporting roller pair 29 sends the recording sheet 53
transported from the sheet feed tray 22, to the transporting
roller pair 29 of the following stage and toward a sheet pas-
sage 32 to the image formation unit 110. After a leading end
of the recording sheet 53 sent to the sheet passage 32 is
detected by a registration sensor 51, the recording sheet 53 is
contacted and nipped by a registration roller 33, and the sheet
transport operation is temporarily stopped. The registration
roller 33 sends the nipped recording sheet 53 to the secondary
transfer position 50 at a predetermined timing. This predeter-
mined timing is equivalent to the timing when the full-color
toner image formed on the intermediate transfer belt 14
arrives at the secondary transfer position 50.

The full-color toner image on the intermediate transfer belt
14 is transferred to the recording sheet 53 lying at the sec-
ondary transfer position 50 between the secondary transfer
roller 18 and the repulsion roller 17. The recording sheet 53 is
transported to the fixing device 19 by a transporting belt 24.

The fixing device 19 includes a pressure roller 12 and a heat
roller 25. By supplying heat and pressure of the fixing device
19 to the recording sheet 53, the full-color toner image is fixed
to the recording sheet 53. The recording sheet 53 in which the
full-color toner image is fixed by the fixing device 19 is
ejected to an ejection tray 21.

In the present embodiment, the image forming apparatus
200 in which an image is formed on the recording sheet 53 by
the electrophotographic printing method has been described.
Alternatively, the image forming apparatus 200 may be an
image forming apparatus utilizing another image formation
method, such as an ink-jet printing method by which ink
droplets are ejected to form an image on the recording sheet
53.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a hardware configu-
ration of the image forming apparatus 200 according to the
embodiment.

As shown in FIG. 2, the image forming apparatus 200
includes a controller 210, a scanner 220, a printer 230, a
modem 240, an operation panel 250, a network interface 260,
a recording-medium interface 270, a motor control device
300, and a DC (direct current) motor (DCM) 400.
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The controller 210 includes a CPU (central processing
unit) 211, a RAM (random access memory) 212, a ROM
(read-only memory) 213, a HDD (hard disk drive) 214, and a
NVRAM (non-volatile RAM) 215. The ROM 213 stores vari-
ous programs and data used by the programs. The RAM 212
is used as a storage area in which the programs are loaded and
used as a work area of the loaded programs. Various kinds of
functions of the image forming apparatus 200 are imple-
mented by the CPU 211 executing the programs loaded on the
RAM 212. The HDD 214 stores programs and various kinds
of data used by the programs. The NVRAM 2135 stores vari-
ous kinds of setup information.

The scanner 220 is an image reading part for reading image
data from a document and provided as a hardware element of
the image forming apparatus 200. The printer 230 is an image
formation part for printing an image on a recording sheet and
provided as a hardware element of the image forming appa-
ratus 200. The modem 240 is a hardware element provided for
connecting the image forming apparatus 200 to a telephone
line. The modem 240 is used to perform transmission and
reception of image data based on FAX communication pro-
tocols. The operation panel 250 includes an input part imple-
mented by keys and buttons for receiving various instructions
input from a user, and an operation screen part implemented
by a liquid crystal panel having a touch-panel function. The
operation panel 250 is provided as a hardware element of the
image forming apparatus 200.

The network interface 260 is provided as an interface for
connecting the image forming apparatus 200 to a network,
such as a local area network (LAN), (which may be a wired
network or a wireless network). The recording-medium inter-
face 270 is provided as an interface for connecting the image
forming apparatus 200 to a recording medium 271. The image
forming apparatus 200 is configured to perform reading and
writing of information from and to the recording medium 271
by using the recording-medium interface 270. Examples of
the recording medium 271 include a flexible disk, a CD (com-
pact disk), a DVD (digital versatile disk), an SD (secure
digital) memory card, a USB (universal serial bus) memory,
etc.

The motor control device 300 performs drive control of the
DC motor (DCM) 400. For example, the DC motor 400 is a
brushless DC motor. The DC motor 400 is provided to rotate
a target object in the image forming apparatus 200 which is
any of the photoconductor drum 27, the feed roller 28, the
transporting roller pair 29, etc. The motor control device 300
carries out feedback control of the DC motor 400 based on a
predetermined target rotational position or target rotational
speed and a detection result output by a rotary encoder.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating a hardware configu-
ration of the motor control device 300 according to an
embodiment. As shown in FIG. 3, the motor control device
300 includes a motor control unit 310, a motor drive unit 320,
and a rotation detection unit 330, and performs drive control
of the DC motor 400.

The motor control unit 310 includes a CPU 311, a ROM
312, and a RAM 313. The motor control unit 310 transmits a
drive signal to the motor drive unit 320 based on a predeter-
mined driving condition. The CPU 311 performs a control
computation for controlling the DC motor 400, based on data
stored in the ROM 312 and the RAM 313. The ROM 312
stores a motor control program for controlling the DC motor
400. The RAM 313 stores data which is temporarily used to
perform the motor control.

As shown in FIG. 3, the motor drive unit 320 includes an
ASIC (application-specific integrated circuit) 322 including a
PWM signal generator 321, a pre-driver 323, and a driver 324.
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The PWM signal generator 321 generates a PWM signal
based on the drive signal received from the motor control unit
310. The pre-driver 323 generates a signal required for driv-
ing the DC motor 400 based on the PWM signal. The driver
324 amplifies the signal generated by the pre-driver 323 and
outputs the amplified signal to the DC motor 400.

As shownin FIG. 3, the rotation detection unit 330 includes
an ASIC 332 including an input capture 331, an encoder
sensor 333, and a code wheel 334. The rotation detection unit
330 detects a rotational position of the DC motor 400, a
rotational speed of the DC motor 400, or a movement distance
of'the object driven by the DC motor 400. The encoder sensor
333 optically reads the code wheel 334 mounted on the rota-
tional shaft of the DC motor 400 during rotation and output
pulses. The pulses are input to the input capture 331. The
input capture 331 measures the number of the input pulses
and the period of the input pulses.

In this embodiment, the encoder sensor 333 and the code
wheel 334 are implemented by an incremental type rotary
encoder which outputs two-phase pulses with different phase
angles. The configuration of the rotation detection unit 330
according to the present disclosure is not limited to the con-
figuration shown in FIG. 3, and may be any other configura-
tion in which the rotation of the DC motor 400 is measurable.

Typically, the motor control unit 310 performs drive con-
trol of the DC motor 400 based on a target rotational speed of
the DC motor 400 and an actual rotational speed of the DC
motor 400 detected by the rotation detection unit 330, by
using a feedback loop control, such as PID (proportional-
integral-derivative) control.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating a functional configu-
ration of the motor control device 300 according to the
embodiment. As shown in FIG. 4, the motor control device
300 includes an error detection unit 315, a sampling unit 316,
a pulse output unit 335, and a pulse counter unit 336.

The pulse output unit 335 includes the encoder sensor 333
and the code wheel 334. The pulse output unit 335 is config-
ured to detect the rotation of the DC motor 400 and output
pulses as a detection signal. FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating
pulses output from a rotary encoder which is implemented by
the encoder sensor 333 and the code wheel 334.

As illustrated in FIG. 5, the pulse output unit 335 is con-
figured to output two-phase pulses with different phase
angles, including encoder phase A pulses and encoder phase
B pulses. During normal rotation of the DC motor 400, the
pulse output unit 335 outputs the encoder phase A pulses and
the encoder phase B pulses. The phase A pulses are advanced
in the phase angle from the phase B pulses by 90 degrees.
During reverse rotation of the DC motor 400, the pulse output
unit 335 outputs the encoder phase A pulses and the encoder
phase B pulses. The phase B pulses are advanced in the phase
angle from the phase A pulses by 90 degrees.

The pulse counter unit 336 is configured to receive the
two-phase pulses output from the pulse output unit 335, count
the pulses based on a logic shown in FIG. 6, and determine a
cumulative movement distance of the target object rotated by
the DC motor 400. F1G. 6 is a diagram for explaining the logic
of the encoder output pulses according to the embodiment.

As shown in FIG. 6, the pulse counter unit 336 performs
up-counting or increments the count indicating the cumula-
tive movement distance of the object if the encoder phase A
pulse is at a “H” level and the encoder phase B pulse is at a
rising edge. Moreover, if the encoder phase A pulseisata “L.”
level and the encoder phase B pulse is at a falling edge, then
the pulse counter unit 336 increments the count indicating the
cumulative movement distance of the object. Furthermore, if
the encoder phase A pulse is at a rising edge and the encoder
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phase B pulse is at a “L.” level, the pulse counter unit 336
increments the count indicating the cumulative movement
distance of the object. Moreover, if the encoder phase A pulse
is at a falling edge and the encoder phase B pulse is at a “H”
level, the pulse counter unit 306 increments the count indi-
cating the cumulative movement distance of the object.

On the other hand, as shown in FIG. 6, if the encoder phase
A pulse is at a “H” level and the encoder phase B pulse is at a
falling edge, then the pulse counter unit 336 performs down
counting or decrements the count indicating the cumulative
movement distance of the object. Moreover, if the encoder
phase A pulse is at a “L.” level and the encoder phase B pulse
is at a rising edge, then the pulse counter unit 336 decrements
the count indicating the cumulative movement distance of the
object. Furthermore, if the encoder phase A pulse at a rising
edge and the encoder phase B pulse is at a “H” level, then the
pulse counter unit 336 decrements the count indicating the
cumulative movement distance of the object. Moreover, if the
encoder phase A pulse is at a falling edge and the encoder
phase B pulse is at a “L” level, then the pulse counter unit 336
decrements the count indicating the cumulative movement
distance of the object.

In this way, based on the logic shown in FIG. 6, the pulse
counter unit 336 increments the count (the up counting) dur-
ing normal rotation of the DC motor 400 and decrements the
count (the down counting) during reverse rotation of the DC
motor 400. Hence, the pulse counter unit 336 determines the
cumulative movement distance of the target object as the
count obtained by counting the two-phase pulses with difter-
ent phase angles output from the pulse output unit 335 based
on the logic shown in FIG. 6.

In the motor control device 300 shown in FIG. 4, the
sampling unit 316 is configured to receive the counts output
from the pulse counter unit 336 at intervals of a reference
period. This reference period may be set based on a move-
ment distance of the object driven by the DC motor 400.
Specifically, the reference period may be set to an arbitrary
value based on a time required for a movement distance of the
object driven by the DC motor 400 to reach a predetermined
movement distance.

The error detection unit 315 is configured to detect whether
an error arises in the encoder sensor 333 and the code wheel
334 of the rotation detection unit 330 based on the counts
received at the intervals by the sampling unit 316.

The error detection unit 315 is configured to compute a
difference between the present count received by the sam-
pling unit 316 and the previously received count and detect
that an error arises in the encoder sensor 333 and the code
wheel 334 when the computed difference is continuously less
than a reference value. This reference value may be set based
on an expected movement distance of the object driven by the
DC motor 400 for the reference period. Specifically, the ref-
erence value may be set to an arbitrary value based on an
expected movement distance of the object driven by the DC
motor 400 for the reference period for which the sampling
unit 361 receives the count. For example, when it is desired to
increase the level of accuracy of the error detection, the ref-
erence value is set to a relatively large value. On the other
hand, when it is desired to continuously drive the DC motor
400 as long as possible, the reference value is set to a rela-
tively small value (for example, when the count difference
expected by the reception of the counts at the intervals is equal
to 20 pulses, the reference value is set to 5). Moreover, the
reference value may be automatically set up according to a
predefined formula, based on the reception of the counts by
the sampling unit 316 at the intervals.
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The error detection unit 315 and the sampling unit 316 are
implemented by the CPU 311 of the motor control unit 310
which executes the motor control program stored in the ROM
312 or the RAM 313.

FIG. 9 is a diagram illustrating an example of computation
of a target movement distance of an object driven by the DC
motor and a cumulative movement distance of the object. As
indicated by the dotted line in FIG. 9, the target movement
distance is changed at time T1 by controlling the rotation of
the DC motor to change from reverse rotation to normal
rotation at time T1. However, in actual operation, the timing
that the rotation of the DC motor is changed from reverse
rotation to normal rotation is delayed from time T1. As indi-
cated by the solid line in FIG. 9, the cumulative movement
distance is changed at time T2 following time T1.

In this example, the cumulative movement distance is
decreased by subtraction of the pulse count during the reverse
rotation of the DC motor, while the cumulative movement
distance is increased by summation of the pulse count during
the normal rotation of the DC motor. The cumulative move-
ment distance is the basis for detecting whether an encoder
error arises.

There may be a case where the motor control device
receives the cumulative movement distances at time T1
before time T2 (when the rotation of the DC motor is actually
changed) and at time T3 after time T2, as indicated by the
white circles in FIG. 9. In such a case, the motor control
device determines that the cumulative movement distance
received at time T3 remains unchanged from the cumulative
movement distance received at time T1. Hence, in this case,
the motor control device may erroneously detect that an error
in the encoder arises, even though the encoder operates nor-
mally.

In order to eliminate the problem, the motor control device
according to the embodiment is arranged to prevent false
detection of an encoder error.

FIG. 7 is a diagram for explaining a method of error detec-
tion by the error detection unit 315 according to the embodi-
ment. In FIG. 7, an example of computation in which the
count of pulses by the pulse counter unit 336 is expressed as
acumulative movement distance of the target object driven by
the DC motor 400 is illustrated.

As indicated by the dotted line in FIG. 7, the target move-
ment distance is changed at time T1 by controlling the DC
motor 400 such that the rotation of the DC motor 400 changes
from reverse rotation to normal rotation at time T1. However,
a cumulative movement distance of the object driven by the
DC motor 400 is changed such that the reverse rotation is
changed to the normal rotation at time T2, as indicated by the
solid line in FIG. 7.

Inthe example of FIG. 7, the sampling unit 316 receives the
counts output by the pulse counter unit 336 according to the
rotation of the DC motor 400 at intervals of the reference
period. The error detection unit 315 computes a difference
between the present count and the previously received count
each time the sampling unit 316 receives the count. The error
detection unit 315 detects an error in the encoder sensor 333
and the code wheel 334 in the rotation detection unit when the
computed difference is continuously less than the reference
value. For example, when the computed difference is less than
the reference value twice or more in succession, it is detected
that an error arises.

Specifically, the sampling unit 316 receives the counts at
the intervals of the reference period (the times T1, T3, and T4)
asindicated by the white circles in FIG. 7. If the sampling unit
316 receives the count at the time T3, the error detection unit
315 computes a difference between the count received at the
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time T3 and the count received at the time T1. If the sampling
unit 316 receives the count at the time T4, the error detection
unit 315 computes a difference between the count received at
the time T4 and the count received at the time T3.

In the example shown in FIG. 7, the count difference com-
puted at the time T3 is equal to zero because the rotation of the
DC motor 400 has been changed from reverse rotation to
normal rotation at the time T2. However, in reality, the rota-
tion of the DC motor 400 is continuously held in normal
rotation for the period from the time T3 to the time T4, the
cumulative movement distance of the object is increased, and
the count difference computed at the time T4 is equal to 6
(=9-3).

If'the reference value the error detection unit 315 compares
the computed count difference is set to 3, the count difference
computed at the time T3 is less than the reference value but
the count difference computed at the time T4 is greater than
the reference value.

In this case, although the rotation of the DC motor 400 is
changed from reverse rotation to normal rotation at the time
T2, the count difference computed is not continuously less
than the reference value. Hence, the error detection unit 315
detects that an error does not arise in the encoder sensor 333
and the code wheel 334, and the drive control of the DC motor
400 by the motor control device 300 is continued.

In this manner, the error detection unit 315 detects that an
error does not arise in the encoder sensor 333 and the code
wheel 334, unless the computed difference is continuously
less than the reference value. Hence, even when the sampling
unit 316 receives the counts at the time T1 and the time T3
before and after the time T2 when the rotation of the DC
motor 400 is changed from reverse rotation to normal rota-
tion, the count difference computed at the time T4 exceeds the
reference value, and the error detection unit 315 detects that
an error does not arise in the encoder sensor 333 and the code
wheel 334.

The reference value with which the error detection unit 315
compares the computed count difference is not limited to the
above-described example and may be suitably determined
according to the setup conditions of the DC motor 400, the
encoder sensor 333, and the code wheel 334.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart for explaining an error detection
process performed by the motor control device according to
the embodiment.

As shown in FIG. 8, upon a start of the error detection
process, in step S101, the motor control unit 310 determines
whether the DC motor 400 is being driven. When the DC
motor 400 is being driven in step S101, the following step
S102 is performed.

Instep S102, the sampling unit 316 receives the pulse count
as a result of the counting of the pulses output from the pulse
output unit 335 according to the rotation of the DC motor 400
by the pulse counter unit 336.

In step S103, the error detection unit 315 computes a dif-
ference between the present count received by the sampling
unit 316 in step S102 and the previously received count.
Subsequently, in step S104, the sampling unit 316 stores the
present count received from the pulse counter unit 336 into
the RAM 313.

Subsequently, in step S105, the error detection unit 315
compares the computed count difference with the predeter-
mined reference value, and determines whether the count
difference is greater than the reference value.

When the count difference is greater than the reference
value in step S105, the motor control device 300 in step S106
is set in a waiting state until an elapsed time after the count
from the pulse counter unit 336 is received by the sampling
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unit 316 reaches a predetermined time. When the elapsed
time reaches the predetermined time, the control goes to the
step S102.

When the count difference is not greater than the reference
value in step S105, the error detection unit 315 in step S107
determines whether the count difference is continuously less
than the reference value.

When the count difference is not continuously less than the
reference value in step S107, the control goes to the step
S106.

When the count difference is continuously less than the
reference value in step S107, the error detection unit 315 in
step S108 detects that an error arises in the encoder sensor 333
and the code wheel 334. Then, the error detection process is
terminated. For example, when the encoder error is detected,
the drive control of the DC motor 400 is stopped and an error
handling process including error displaying is performed.

As described above, according to the embodiment, the
pulse counter unit 336 counts the pulses output from the
encoder sensor 333 by summation or subtraction according to
the rotational direction of the DC motor 400, and the sam-
pling unit 316 receives the counts at intervals of the reference
period. The error detection unit 315 computes a difference
between the present count and the previously received count,
and detects that an error arises in the encoder sensor 333 and
the code wheel 334, when the count difference computed is
continuously less than the reference value.

In the error detection method according to the embodi-
ment, even when the drive control of the DC motor 400 is
performed such that the rotational direction of the DC motor
400 is changed, false detection of an error in the encoder
sensor 333 and the code wheel 334 may be prevented. There-
fore, the drive control of the DC motor 400 may be continu-
ously performed without stopping the DC motor 400 due to
false detection of an encoder error.

Note that the functions of the motor control device 300
according to the embodiment are implemented by the CPU
311 of'the motor control unit 310 executing the motor control
program stored in the ROM 312 or the RAM 313. The motor
control program may be configured in an installable form or
executable form that is stored in a computer-readable storage
medium, such as a CD-ROM, a flexible disk, a CD-R, a DVD
(digital versatile disk).

In addition, the motor control program to be executed by
the CPU 311 of the motor control unit 310 according to the
embodiment may be installed in the motor control device 300
or in a computer connected to the motor control device 300
via a network. The motor control program to be executed by
the CPU 311 of the motor control unit 310 according to the
embodiment may be downloaded or distributed through a
network such as the Internet.

As described in the foregoing, according to the motor con-
trol device of the present invention, it is possible to prevent
false detection of an encoder error.

The motor control device according to the invention is not
limited to the above-described embodiments and variations
and modifications may be made without departing from the
scope of the present invention.

The present application is based upon and claims the ben-
efit of priority of Japanese Patent Application No. 2013-
085704, filed on Apr. 16, 2013, and Japanese Patent Applica-
tion No. 2014-040238, filed on Mar. 3, 2014, the contents of
which are incorporated herein by reference in their entirety.

What is claimed is:
1. A motor control device which performs drive control of
a motor connected to an object, comprising:
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a rotation detection unit that detects rotation of the motor
and outputs a detection signal;

a counter unit that receives the detection signal from the
rotation detection unit and outputs a count based on the
received detection signal; and

an error detection unit that receives counts from the counter
unit at intervals of a reference period, computes a dif-
ference between a present count received from the
counter unit and a previously received count, and detects

that an error arises in the rotation detection unit when the )

difference is continuously less than a reference value.

2. The motor control device according to claim 1, wherein
the rotation detection unit comprises a rotary encoder that
outputs two-phase pulses with different phase angles.

3. The motor control device according to claim 1, wherein
the counter unit increments the count during normal rotation
of'the motor and decrements the count during reverse rotation
of the motor.

4. The motor control device according to claim 1 wherein
the reference period is set based on a movement distance of
the object driven by the motor.

5. The motor control device according to claim 1 wherein
the reference value is set based on an expected movement
distance of the object driven by the motor for the reference
period.

12
6. An image forming apparatus comprising:
an image formation unit that forms an image; and
the motor control device according to claim 1.
7. A motor control method performed by a motor control

5 device which performs drive control of a motor and includes

a rotation detection unit that detects rotation of the motor and
outputs a detection signal, the method comprising:
receiving, by a counter unit, the detection signal from the
rotation detection unit to output a count based on the
received detection signal;
receiving, by an error detection unit, counts from the
counter unit at intervals of a reference period;

computing, by the error detection unit, a difference
between a present count received from the counter unit
and a previously received count; and

detecting, by the error detection unit, that an error arises in

the rotation detection unit when the difference is con-
tinuously less than a reference value.

8. A non-transitory computer-readable medium storing a
program which when executed by a computer causes the
computer to perform the motor control method according to
claim 7.



